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Question: 1111
Your motivation to join the Foreign Service is strongest when it:

A. Offers short-term assignments only

B. Promises personal fame and recognition

C. Aligns with personal values and a desire to serve globally
D. Guarantees no hardship postings

Answer: C

Explanation: Alignment with values and service commitment reflects genuine motivation essential for
demanding Foreign Service work.

Question: 1112

The 2025 fall of Assad enabling Israeli strikes on Iranian nuclear sites marks which post-9/11 evolution
in Middle East geopolitics tied to Cold War legacies?

A. Nonproliferation enforcement, invoking IAEA snapbacks like NPT violations in lraq 1991
B. Regional realignments, fostering Sunni-Shia détente via Abraham Accords nuclear sharing
C. Proxy drawdowns, withdrawing U.S. assets to empower Turkish-Israeli anti-lran axes

D. Opportunistic preemption, echoing 1981 Osirak raid amid Soviet-Arab pacts

Answer: A

Explanation: Israel's October 2025 airstrikes on Natanz—jpost-Assad power vacuum crippling Tehran's
defenses—revived Begin Doctrine preemption, but under IAEA auspices triggering JCPOA snapbacks,
paralleling 1991 UNSCOM inspections dismantling Saddam's program amid Gulf War coalitions. This
U.S.-backed operation, degrading 60% of centrifuges, exploited 2024 Hezbollah losses, shifting from
post-9/11 invasions to targeted attrition against a "threshold" nuclear state. Risks include Iranian
retaliation via Strait closures spiking oil to $120/barrel, straining global recoveries, and highlight Cold
War nonprolif's endurance, where colonial-era partitions fuel enduring rivalries, forcing Washington to
balance Israeli security with Saudi detente in a de-Assadized Levant teetering toward wider war.

Question: 1113

A proposal suggests banning plastic bags to protect the environment. Opponents argue that banning bags
will increase paper bag use, which has a higher carbon footprint.



A. Plastic bags decompose faster than paper bags.

B. Paper bag production generates more carbon emissions than plastic bags.
C. Reusable bags are unavailable in most stores.

D. Consumers will not change their shopping habits.

Answer: B

Explanation: The opponents strengthen their argument by citing the higher carbon footprint of paper bags
compared to plastic, challenging the environmental benefit of the ban through comparing lifecycle
impacts.

Question: 1114

In a diverse team, one member consistently demonstrates a dominant cultural viewpoint at the expense of
others. What is the best course of action?

A. Ignore the behavior to maintain team harmony

B. Remove the team member for disruptive behavior

C. Allow the dominant viewpoint as it increases efficiency

D. Address the issue privately and promote inclusive behavior

Answer: D

Explanation: Addressing the behavior privately supports inclusiveness while minimizing conflict and
encouraging awareness of team dynamics.

Question: 1115

Identify the sentence with correct syntax for a conditional clause, verb agreement in subjunctive mood,
and no punctuation fragments.

A. If the delegation were to arrive early, preparations would accelerates accordingly.

B. If the delegation were to arrive early, preparations would accelerate, accordingly.

C. If the delegation were to arrive early preparations would accelerate accordingly.

D. If the delegation were to arrive early, preparations would accelerate accordingly.

Answer: D

Explanation: Subjunctive "were to arrive” (plural "delegation™) pairs with conditional "would accelerate"
(singular "preparations™); comma after "early" separates clauses. No comma before "accordingly"
(adverbial). Option A mismatches with plural "accelerates"; C fuses; D misplaces comma.

Question: 1116

Revise this sentence from a policy brief for clarity and conciseness: "The initiative is expected to bring



about changes that will be beneficial in the long run.”

A. The initiative is expected to yield long-term beneficial changes.
B. Beneficial changes are anticipated from the initiative over time.
C. The initiative should produce positive long-term outcomes.

D. Long-term benefits are expected from the initiative’s changes.

Answer: A

Explanation: The revision, "The initiative is expected to yield long-term beneficial changes," is concise,
combining "bring about changes™ and "will be beneficial” into a streamlined phrase. It uses "yield" for
precision and maintains a formal tone. Other options either introduce wordiness, like "over time," or are
less direct, such as "should produce."

Question: 1117

Russia's 2025 Sahel overtures to Mali and Niger, offering Wagner mercenaries for uranium security,
adapt which Cold War legacy to post-9/11 counterterrorism?

A. Sphere-of-influence doctrines, supplanting French neocolonial Francafrique with Moscow's resource
pacts

B. Containment via aid, mirroring Alliance for Progress to preempt Cuban footholds in Africa

C. Decolonization solidarity, aligning with Non-Aligned Movement critiques of Western interventions
D. Hybrid alliances, blending private military contractors with jihadist recruitment bans

Answer: A

Explanation: Post-2024 juntas in the Sahel, Russia's $100 million deals exchanged Wagner (now Africa
Corps) protection for 300 tons of Niger uranium, evicting French troops and echoing Brezhnev's 1970s
Horn of Africa Doctrine claiming Soviet primacy south of the Sahara against U.S. proxies. In post-9/11
terms, it undercuts U.S. AFRICOM bases in Djibouti by framing jihadists as Western plots, securing
nuclear fuel for Rosatom reactors amid sanctions. This neo-sphere challenges decolonized sovereignty,
risking coups in Burkina Faso and inflating gold smuggling to $2 billion, while U.S. drone strikes falter
without local intel, reviving bipolar scrambles where great powers exploit fragility for strategic minerals
in terrorism's cradle.

Question: 1118

For media relations, developing a clear key message before an interview helps diplomats:
A. Stay focused and consistent in communication

B. Avoid answering difficult questions

C. Oversell policies with exaggeration
D. Bypass interviewer questions



Answer: A
Explanation: Clear messages keep communication on point and improve public understanding.
Question: 1119

Oxford's bias in text analysis decries corpus skews: English dominance occludes non-Latin scripts, as
Cyrillic or Brahmic preprocessing burdens computational IR. 2022's Windsor et al. infer translation
reliabilities falter in Arabic-Chinese, magnifying effect sizes. Data scarcities in peripheries compound,
with OCR quirks demanding supervision. The article posits internationalizing tools: multilingual
embeddings to unearth global discourses, countering Western textual hegemonies in qualitative
inferences.

A. English corpora enhance IR text analysis by minimizing preprocessing needs across scripts.
B. Translation tools like Google reliably bridge non-Latin biases in global political corpora.

C. OCR advancements eliminate supervision, resolving peripheral data access in computations.
D. Script scarcities distort inferences, necessitating multilingual tools for equitable textual IR.

Answer: D

Explanation: Skew toward English burdens non-Latin, with translations varying; scarcities and quirks
infer distortions, urging embeddings to democratize, challenging hegemonies for fuller global discourse
capture.

Question: 1120
The concept of "containment™ during the Cold War was primarily aimed at:

A. Preventing the spread of communism

B. Expanding colonial empires

C. Encouraging Soviet economic reforms
D. Promoting open immigration policies

Answer: A

Explanation: Containment was the U.S. strategy to inhibit Soviet communist expansion globally through
diplomatic, military, and economic means.

Question: 1121

Election polling indicates Candidate X leads with 46%, Candidate Y has 44%, and others 10%. With
+3% margin of error for all, what is the realistic interpretation?

A. Candidate X has a definitive lead
B. The race is too close to predict confidently
C. Candidates tied at 45% each



D. Candidate Y will likely win
Answer: B

Explanation: Overlapping margins of error mean the lead isn't statistically solid, so the outcome is
uncertain.

Question: 1122
What is the compound interest earned on $1,000 at 5% annually compounded annually for 3 years?

A. $157.63
B. $150.00
C. $115.76
D. $105.00

Answer: A
Explanation: Compound interest = 1000 x (1.05)"3 - 1000 = 1000 x 1.157625 - 1000 = $157.63
Question: 1123

An international partner requests data sharing that could compromise local privacy laws. What is the
prudent stance?

A. Share all data to maintain good relations

B. Analyze legal frameworks and negotiate terms that respect privacy
C. Refuse outright to protect privacy laws

D. Ignore requests to avoid complications

Answer: B

Explanation: Balancing legal compliance with diplomacy requires careful analysis and negotiation rather
than absolute refusal or blind compliance.

Question: 1124

Which word choice replaces "fiasco” in recounting a botched summit neutrally?
A. Debacle

B. Fumble

C. Sethack
D. SNAFU

Answer: C



Explanation: "Setback" diplomatically frames as temporary reversal, as in post summits like Copenhagen
climate talks, allowing narrative recovery. Debacle catastrophic, fumble casual, SNAFU military slang.

Question: 1125

The 2023 Senate's conditional ratification of the U.S.-Chile Tax Treaty, reserving TCJA interpretations,
checked executive fiscal diplomacy by aligning with which congressional power over international
revenue sharing?

A. Taxing and spending authority
B. Borrowing clause limitations
C. Coinage regulation

D. Postal monopoly oversight

Answer: A

Explanation: Article I, Section 8's taxing power ensures treaties do not cede revenue control. The 2023
reservation clarified no TCJA inferences for other pacts, protecting U.S. collections from double taxation
avoidance loopholes, thus checking Treasury negotiations under the Foreign Service Act's economic
diplomacy framework.

Question: 1126

Aid conditional on governance reforms if corruption indexed high. Indices drop only post-reform. Some
high-corruption recipients get aid. Follows?

A. All high-index cases require pre-reform aid halt.
B. Some aid given without reform or index drop.
C. Reforms precede index changes always.

D. Corruption indices irrelevant to aid.

Answer: B

Explanation: Aid if reform (but particular some high get aid). Index drop if reform. Some high (pre-drop)
get aid—thus without reform. B contradicts; C,D ignore premises. World Bank paradoxes.

Question: 1127

Identify the correctly punctuated sentence using ellipsis for omission in quoted material, with verb
agreement for a hypothetical plural subject in indirect discourse.

A. The analyst noted that "if alliances...strengthen, conflicts would diminish rapidly."
B. The analyst noted that "if alliances strengthen, conflicts would diminish rapidly..."
C. The analyst noted that if alliances strengthen, conflicts would...diminish rapidly.



D. The analyst noted that "if alliances...strengthen conflicts would diminish rapidly."

Answer: B

Explanation: Ellipsis at sentence end "..." indicates omission after the quote, preserving indirect discourse
where plural "alliances" agrees with plural subjunctive "strengthen," and plural “conflicts" with
conditional "would diminish.” Internal ellipsis in A and D disrupts; C breaks quote improperly.

Question: 1128

A trade data table shows that Country C’s textile exports dropped 20% while machinery exports rose
50%. What should be a strategic policy focus?

A. Support revitalization of textiles alone

B. Reduce machinery export incentives

C. Encourage continued growth in machinery exports
D. Avoid intervention as trends stabilize

Answer: C

Explanation: The significant growth in machinery exports suggests focusing on supporting this expanding
sector for economic advantage.

Question: 1129

In international volunteer coordination, what factor most significantly increases program success?

A. Clear, locally-informed objectives

B. Frequent international travel

C. Strict adherence to donor requirements

D. Centralized decision-making

Answer: A

Explanation: Clear, locally-informed objectives ensure projects address actual community needs, fostering
relevance and sustainability. Frequent travel or centralized decisions may ignore local context, and rigid
donor adherence can limit adaptability.

Question: 1130

Per the 2024 Diplo IGF contributions, which semantic search integration in X diplomacy advances U.S.
interests against EU Al Office regulations?

A. Hashtag hydrology for trend forecasting
B. Meme hydrology tracing viral propagations



C. Echo chamber cartography for breakout ops
D. Sentiment aquifers mining latent alliances

Answer: B

Explanation: Meme hydrology tracing viral propagations, from Diplo's 2024 digital watch, advances U.S.
interests by preempting regulatory memes, shaping EU norms toward flexible U.S. models. This viral
intelligence sustains tech exports amid fragmentation.

Question: 1131

Which is the most suitable revision for diplomatic clarity and conciseness?
"The negotiations, which have been ongoing for a significant period of time without resolution, require
fresh impetus."

A. Negotiations continuing unresolved for a significant time need fresh impetus.
B. The long-running negotiations without resolution demand new momentum.
C. Ongoing unresolved negotiations require renewed impetus.

D. The unresolved negotiations, prolonged in duration, call for a fresh impetus.

Answer: C

Explanation: A is the most concise and clear sentence, fitting diplomatic style. B is good but uses
"demand,” which can sound forceful. C is wordy. D is verbose and less smooth.

Question: 1132

Harvard Gazette 2024 notes free-market policy missteps— in 2025 context, what tariff-induced challenge
mirrors?

A. Overreliance on protectionism, slowing mobility
B. Ignoring geopolitics, amplifying vulnerabilities
C. Both Aand B

D. Fiscal overreach only

Answer: C

Explanation: Tariffs echo historical errors (e.g., Smoot-Hawley drags), per Gazette—slowing mobility
via higher costs (+$1,300/household, Tax Foundation) and ignoring geopolitics (Red Sea/China risks), per
2025 disruptions; reforms needed for adaptability, as IMF urges WTO engagement over unilateralism.

Question: 1133

You have statements: "If the embassy is closed, then negotiators are unavailable.” "Negotiators are
available." What can be logically concluded?



A. The embassy is open

B. The embassy is closed

C. Negotiators' availability is unrelated
D. The embassy status is unknown

Answer: A

Explanation: If embassy closed => negotiators unavailable. Negation of "negotiators unavailable"” is
"negotiators available". So by contrapositive, embassy is open.

Question: 1134

What key factor most significantly influences intrinsic motivation according to self-determination theory
in diplomatic personnel?

A. External rewards and recognition

B. Competitive incentives

C. Meeting organizational quotas

D. Autonomy, competence, and relatedness

Answer: D

Explanation: Self-determination theory posits that intrinsic motivation is highest when individuals
experience autonomy (control over actions), competence (effectiveness), and relatedness (connection with
others). External rewards and competition often undermine intrinsic motivation.

Question: 1135

Which of the following degrees most specifically prepares a candidate for counterterrorism and security
issues in diplomatic missions?

A. Bachelor’s in Criminal Justice

B. Master’s in National Security Studies
C. Bachelor’s in Environmental Science
D. Master’s in Fine Arts

Answer: B

Explanation: A Master's in National Security Studies includes terrorism, intelligence, and security policy,
directly relevant for Foreign Service personnel handling such issues. Criminal Justice is broader, and the
other two are unrelated.

Question: 1136

Which option properly punctuates and structures this comma splice into a syntactically complex sentence
with accurate verb agreement: "Global trade imbalances persist economic sanctions exacerbate the divide



between developed and emerging markets."

A. Global trade imbalances persist; economic sanctions exacerbate the divide between developed and
emerging markets.

B. Global trade imbalances persist, economic sanctions exacerbate the divide between developed and
emerging markets.

C. Global trade imbalances persist, as economic sanctions exacerbate the divide between developed and
emerging markets.

D. Global trade imbalances persist economic sanctions exacerbates the divide between developed and
emerging markets.

Answer: C

Explanation: The original comma splice joins two independent clauses with only a comma. Option D
subordinates the second clause with "as," creating a complex sentence where "sanctions™ (plural subject)
agrees with plural "exacerbate," and the comma correctly follows the introductory adverbial clause.
Option A uses a semicolon for coordination but loses the causal relationship; B retains the splice; C
introduces singular "exacerbates," violating agreement.

Question: 1137

Alan Taylor's 2024 American Civil Wars expands the era to 1850-1873 continentally. Which implication
for U.S. foreign policy toward Mexico most challenges isolationist historiography?

A. Union diplomacy hastening French withdrawal from Puebla
B. Confederate filibusters accelerating Juarez's liberal reforms

C. Canadian unification debates mirroring Reconstruction failures
D. Russian Alaska sales influencing border security pacts

Answer: A
Explanation: Taylor argues Union overtures post-1862 pressured Napoleon's Mexico intervention,

hastening 1867 withdrawal and bolstering U.S. Monroe Doctrine assertions, reframing Civil War as
hemispheric pivot from isolation to interventionism, with echoes in 2025 migration diplomacy.
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